'IRAQ,
did undoubtedly confer great benefits on the country, causing
a development within a period of two or three years under the
stimulus of war, such as it otherwise would not have gained
in as many decades.
It must not be overlooked, however, that these works and
expenditures were originally undertaken to facilitate winning
the war to which they contributed no less than many mani-
fold activities on which no other return had been demanded
or expected, a fact recognized by Sir John Hewitt, who, in his
report to the Army Council in 1919, stated:
We are unanimously and emphatically of opinion that
there is no ground for the suggestion that the expenditure of
Army funds has been prompted by the desire to provide for
afterpeace developments, and we consider that they have
been uniformly expended with the primary object of securing
the efficiency and comfort of the force.1
Nevertheless, the demands made by the military authorities
for repayment of their expenditures, incurred at unprecedented
rates, for objects which they considered, often arbitrarily,
would prove useful to the civil population, and the enforced
necessity of taking over unfinished programmes of Irrigation
and other departments, conceived and executed on a war-time
scale, often without proper supervision or trained personnel,3
placed an undue strain on the budgets of the Occupied
Territories.
To meet these budgets, including the expenditure on those
objects 'which could only be justified or explained' as Mr.
Asquith declared in the House of Commons, con the assump-
tion that you are going to deal with elraq as a province or
1 Hewitt, op. cit, p. 27.
8 A typical example, cited Hewitt, op. cit., pp. 18-22 and App 16-19,1$
that of the pui chase of irrigation pumps by an inexperienced officer, dispatched
to India without adequate instructions. Two hundred pumps were asked for,
of which the pre-war price, in new condition, averaged £188, delivered m
Basra. After months of delay 14 second-hand pumps were delivered, at a price
averaging £1,177 i*i Bombay, The pumps were eventually resold by the
Director of Agriculture at a considerable loss.
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